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HIS Moutning Pulpit, and the 
many ſad Countenances all around 
me, give a ſufficient Anſwer to the 
; ; Queſtion in the Text, Aud the _ 
Prophets da -they live for. ever? No, they * 
don t; the beſt, the moſt, eminent and uſeful = 
die; they all die in their ſeveral Generations, 

. 


they are not ſuffered 1 contenue by regen, 
4 


Death : Some moe d 
"Ie is the Death. of one of God's Prophets. 


my 


at we now grieve under, and ſuffer by, W wa 


o 


might be truly call'd the Father and the Prophet - 


. . : 


and. a faithful teaching Prophet. This is hs 


ſorrowful Event that we have now before u 


to improve and to improye by. This Cotgre= |" dia, | 


gation have had a long Time to benefit by his 
Miniſtry, * and many a Time, I doubt hot, 
Baye attended it with Pleaſure and Profit, bug, 
ou are to do ſo no more; ho mote ſee his 
Face, or hear his Voice ; no more enjoy his 
a#T * A 2 Ng Prayers, 


— % 4 
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82 3 r y, ſome ip.a gopd | ; 5 | 3 A 
Age; but all ſubmit to the Stroke of. Death. 


of his People, an affectionate ſpiritual Fathe . | 
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= -- 1 or-hear | ks Dodrine. 2 
Maſter, who ſent him into the Vineyard + b 
F - labour, has call'd-hini hg to reſt in Mercy 
to himſelf, I doubt not, but whether | in Merc 
to du or ack, Time muſt tell. Warri IN 

What we le noi before us, is do alas. 
your, by the Help of God, to improve this 


ent. A_Muniſter's Dea the ſud- 
£ Ka of hs, hath, c vi- 
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1 
well as. the He ſman Amos. . Moſes was in 
ſeveral Reſpects fayour'd above all other Pre- 
phets, yet be could not delay his own Death 
till he entre Canaan. Join the Baptiſt, tho 
greater than a Prophet, lives not for SE 
and the holy Apoſtle Pau, 0 the! « carried up. t 
Heaven while alive, muſt yet return, 
come,down to 27. We may look back upon 
the Memory of a great many excellent Mini- 
; Nerg; but Where are they pow ?. Their Per- 
ſons are Eons their Work, is Boiled 
dy opt; and to the Nimber | 
of them. is now. > aided, by. the Order of Hea- 
ven, our moſt worthy Friend Mr. wen 
übte 5 . ff 13 40 21 init VI. 
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3 know not hich 
1 * 1 In ſpeaking tockhis I would, Did 
Fil, Give you ba " 
of God's Prophets, w 
well as that of tis. TRE? 
Show you, that even 5 
nd Death of the Prophets, which. gives us 
ſuch a melancholy Proſpect, and ſo often fills 
4 aun r Hearts with Grief, is yet wen cried, by 
ine 


3 755 + 
| divine e to hes many 888 and 5 
: valuable Purpoſes; and then in Pe. 
| Wird Place, make the proper pplic jcation 
of all to ourldves.” a bags. with, the | 


\ Firſt Thing i in the Method; namelh t Tele 
of. the Death of God's. Prophets. ad nee 
give me Leave to lay before you this foun- 
fold Account- of the Matter : Die they ſhall, * 
and die they muſt, if we conſider them. 
1½, As Men; 2dly, as ſinful Men; 34h, as 
holy Men; and 4thly, as Miniſters of Chriſt, 
and "his Prophets. On all theſe Accoun ts they 
muſt die, they cannot live for ever. 

Jak fa, if we conſider them as Mer, they 
* lable'to to Death, their Bodies are Fleſh and 
| Blood, they are Duſt weakly cemented, their 

Life is a Breath that is ſoon ſtopt a thopſand © 

| 4-44 as well as yours. Ange by . 

ey are, but far from being ſo by Confſtitu- 
tion, It is true, the Word Ge: Tis is. In the 

| Mouths of your Prophets, but the Cbatacters 5 

of. Death are upon their Forcheads ; for. as 
the Pſalmft. ſays, What Man, is he, Propher, 

Prieſt, or King, that liveth, and ſtall: not ſee 

Death? © - = 
2. Let us conſider them as ſinful Men, and » WM 

they muſt die as well as other Men. Sin makes I 
1 all ſubje& to the Stroke of Death, tho” not to 

the Sting of it; tho' Neath be not * 

| en 
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They mut be mad e holy, and 
they aha to be ſo ; but on this Side the Grave 
they cannot arrive at this Perfection. They 
have indeed the Fir- Fruits f © the Spirit, but 
at the ſame Time they are not without the 
Relicks of Sin; here they ſtrive againſt it, 
yet they do but imperfectly conquer it. In 
Heaven they ſhall neither be conquered by 
Sin, nor have at all the Company of it; there- 
fore, becauſe they are holy Men, and that they 


may be perfectly ſo, and have the full Haf- 


veſt after the  Firſt-Fruits, | they muſt die. 
Again, the Prophets, being holy Men, muſt 
fee God, and in order to that, ties mult die, 
God will. not always 
pany. The ſmalleſt Deg 


tee of Grace, ſays 


be withour their Com- 


one, is too good a Thing to go to Hell, or to 3 a 4 


ſtay always on Earth. Bleſſed are the pure in 
ow For they ſhall ſee bows: but not withs | 
ut dy1 4 

2 on us conſider chai as Pavotha/rh and 
e of Chriſt, and thus they muſt die 
upon ſeveral Accounts. Give me goo here 
to mention three or four of theſe. 8 
(I.) The Prophets do not [ve 7 ever; but 
die as other Men; for God takes them away 


as a Puniſhment of the Unprofitableneſs and 


Irreclaimableneſs of thoſe who enjoy'd them, 
but neither priz d them, nor improv'd their 
Labours while they had them! God is pleas'd, 
ſays one, 10 pus out = Lights, w_ the LS 


Pole do nothing but play the wanton with them, 
$ Now if People are playing and trifling, when 
they ſhould be working by the Light of the 
Miniſtry, God in his Righteouſneſs puts out 
.the Light, and ſuffers ſuch to go to Bed in 
the Dark, and without an enlightning Mi- 
niſtry. 333 ] ³ ons cn 
= The Unprofitableneſs of a People does not 
= only grieve the Hearts of their Miniſters, but 
= provokes God to remove them, and take away 
1 their burning ſhining Lights. The moſt gra- 
cious God ſends us in his Name with a Meſ- 
= _ ſage of Reconciliation and Salvation in our 
3 Mouths; we deliver it, we repeat it, and we 
beſeech you by all the Motives of Love and 
=_— . Pity, that you would give Ear; but you do 
= not, will not, oh how juſt is God in, calling 
1 home his Prophets, not ſuffering wr always 
v8 to ſtretch out their Hands to a ſtiff. necked 
ind rebellious People! O happy People you 
= this Day, if your Hearts do not condemn you 
for ſomething of this Kind! | _ 
( 2.) The Prophets do not live for ever, but 
die as other Men, and how ſhould it be 
otherwiſe? If we conſider the Work they are 
engaged in, and their Activity in it. This will 
kill them, if nothing elſe does; their Studies, 
their Labours expoſe them peculiarly to Death, 
and give them occaſion to ſay with the Apoſtle, 
in Deaths often, And on this one Account Mi- 
niſtets would die ſooner and faſter, were it not 
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Their 
and in it, is a ſpending, waſting, weakning 


Thing. 25 The Labour of the Body, if it is 
moderate, is an Advantage to Health, and 


tends to prolong Life, but not fo the Labour 


of the Mind, becauſe that preys upon the 


very Vitals, tho alas! the People ſeldom tfiink 


of this; for when Miniſters” ace fick and laid 


up, where is the Perſon that ever five this is 
| the Fruit of his Study and Labour f 


1 the great Anxiety they have, tar 


hey may ſucceed 1 their Labours, and their 
ral Grief at the 
yours Re bard upon them, and lay a Foun- 


dation for Grief that at laſt kills them. And 
is it a 7 Wonder, that God ſhould give Reſt 
ith to thoſe who labqur and ſpend them- 


in 
ſelves in his Service, and do it, it may be, 


with very little viſible Suceefs? Think of this, 
| Chriſtians, and do not bring Death upon your 
Miniſters by their many a and fruitleſs Labours 55 


for your Good. 


(3.) The Prophets do ofthe for ever, but 


die as other Men, that fo they may honour 


| God, and encourage others by their Death as 


well as by their Life and Labouts; the Apo- 
ſtle Pete bad his Death” foretold by Chriſt, 


with this honourable ee 25 he 

"ſhould glori 5 Ged by it, this ſpake Feſus, fig-" 

Wir P. he Death be 20uld en 4 
5 | B * ee 


for a 187 Providence that attends them: = 
ork, and all their Preparations for ie 


ofs of their beſt Endea- 


1 
i 
N 1 * 
- 2 17 
* 9 i 2 
der the En 


( 12 3 
Gon, And the fame is true of every a 
and Miniſter of Chriſt; they are to glorify 
God dying as well as living, and will do fo, if 
God give them Ability and Opportunity. God 
would have 1 able to remember their 
Miniſters, not only for their holy Doctrine and 
Manner of Lite, hut for their exemplary Man- 
ner of Dyin he. would have them to conſi- 

* of their Converſation, how full 
of Peace and Hope and Joy. And muſt it 


— 


not be a great Encouragement for a People to 
embrace and adhere to their Miniſters Doc- 
trine, and to follow their Counſel, when they 
ſee chem dying in the Faith of chat Doctrine, 
and in the Love of that Insus, whom they 
preach'd and recommended to them? And, 
my Friends, how many ſuch pleaſing and 2 
table Deaths of Miniſters and private bri- 
ſtians has God ſhown the Children of Men? 
And is not this to the Glory of God? Is it 
not worth dying for? Muſt not the Prophets 
die, that they may be ſerviceable both to 


2 Saints and Sinners in the Manner of their” 


Death? 

I could fill up more than an Hour in re- 
hearſing the ſweet affecting Words with which 
Chriſt's Miniſters have left the World. Give 
me Leave, I pray, to mention one Example 
of a London Miniſter, who dy'd many Years 
ago: Some of his. dying Words were theſe. 

e 5 going to . I long to be where 
S 5 my 
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8 my Saviour i: Why are his —— 4 


te ſo long a coming? I hope I am à fincere 


« Chriſtian, but the meaneſt and moſt un- 
« worthy. . I know I atn a great Sintier, but 


« did not Chriſt come to fave the Chief of 


ce Sinners? I hope I ſhall find Acceptance*m 


et him. I have truſted in him, and hade 


We * ſtrong, Conſolation ; 1 have been © look 9 | 


ce into my own. Heart, what. are my Eviden- 
« ces for Heaven: Has not the Scripture faid, 
« He that believes, ſhall not periſh, but Babe 


« everlaſting Life ? Now, Webring to the 


< beſt Knowledge I have, of what Faith is, 
« dh believe in Chriſt, and ſhall have Lie 

«' eternal. Does not the Scripture ſay, He 

« that bungers and tbinſtt after N eee, 
« ſhall be fatisfy d? Surely I hunger and thirſt 
te after it; I'defire to be holy, I long to be 
' conformable. to God, and ſhall T ht then 
e be ſatisfy d? I love God, I love Chriſt, 1 
& deſire to loye him more, to be more like 
« him, to ſerve him in Heaven without * ; 
we have Faith, I have Love; I have R 
&* tance, yet 1 boaſt not; for I have not 
« of myſelf: 1 ſpealt ĩt to the Honour of 2 
« Grace of God, it is all of Grace,” Now, 


Chriſtians, what do you thigk of this Spa, | e 


this dying Speech? Was it not to the * 
of God and to the Joy of all that heard 1 
Yes, it was. And I am perſuaded, had your: 
deceaſed Paſtor been able to . * he would 
EK hn 
g . 1 N > os 1 
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| 0 
thus have glorify'd hi is God and his Redermer, 
ARK, r 
(45) | The Nane do not live for ever, but 
die as other APs and that for this very good 
Rae that th 5 may teceive a Prophet Re- 


— 9 even 4 Grown, of Glory 12 1 not 
= This is now their working Tune ; it 


5 _ yet the Th of their Reward ; the | 
| Fightcops Judge wil ſhortly Ki 5c and 
averpay them: They. how i in t 


d, and 
WED e die in the Lord, and thei 1 Labour 
ord is to Ne by their Enjoy - 
— IT... Come, well dine, go 
75  Jaithful Servant, enter into thy Koſter 's 
2 this ſhall be the Reception wherewith 
8 iſt will xeceive his faithful Miniſters; Us; 
is it meet that che Lords. 9 in the i 
niſtry ſhould be always ſow! 00 be Oo Shall 
not at laſt get to reaping ? 0 — 
their Labour of Love f He -ſees. Her Swear 
and their Toil, and he will call them off from 
it 1 their everlaſting; Reſt, He 5 5 in this 
ves ip -FY ing, Intimations of 
3 of them, and of his being 
with h chem. ; but this will not 8 
im; he will, in due Time, bring them home, 
one by one, and chere fatisfy them with his 
+ Likeneſs and his Love. But what a flow Re- 
Warder would God be, if he was pleaſed ſtill 
to continue them here at hard Wk withoyt 
ceaſing to the End of Time? How * 
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that agree with the Mercy of his Nature, of 


the Truth of his Promiſe? In ſhort then, 
God's faithful Servants do and muſt die, be- 


cauſe he is a God of infinite Bounty, and can- 
not let them go long 1 y whom 
he has been ſo fairhfally ſerved; but as it is 
in Luke xii. 37. 1 ſay to you, be Jhall gird bin. 
ſelf, and make them fit down to Meat, and will 
come forth and ſerve them, Thus much may 
ſuffice on the firſt Head, where I haye ac- 
counted for the Death of God's Prophets : lt ol 
muſt be ſo, if we confider them as Men, as - 
Hnful Men, as boly Men, and as the Prophets ; 
of God, Let me now go on to te 
Iid Thing in the Method, where 1 am to | 
ſhow you, that even this, the Mortality of the 
Prophets, which cauſes ſo much Grief in the 
World, is yet wiſely ordered by the divine Pro- 
vidence, to anſwer ſeveral holy and good Par- 
poles fuck n, ,,, i yr 
. Tt has a great Tendency to put Life and 
Spirit into their Endeavours, while they live. 
It is no invidious Reflection to ſay, that the 


* 
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beſt Miniſters need a Spur, they need to be 
rouſed and quickned: Now what greater Spur 
to Diligence and Activity, than the Thoughts 
of onr own approaching Diſſolution? Thus 
we find the Apoſtle Peter acting from this 
very Conſideration, 2 Pet. i. 13, 14. La, 
think it meet, as long as 1 am in this —_—_—_ = 
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ch, {1 fir you up by putting you in Remem- 
brance Knowing that ſhortly I muſt put off this 
| Tabernacle, even as the Lord bas ſhowed me. 
2. This is a proper Means, in the Hand of 
. God, to rouſe and awaken their carcleſs, un- 
profitable Heaters. 

The Death of a Miniſter may do St 6 
ſome Perſons, which the faithful Labours of 
many Years could not bring about. Do we 
not know, that the choice Dainties, when 
gf they have been long fed upon, loſe their Re- 
Maas grow leſs ſavoury than before? In like 
; ner a ſerious, pious Miniſtry, long en- 
Joyed, grows leſs pleaſing and entertaining; a 
drowſy Indiſpofition grows upon People under 
their 188 but the Death of ſuch Mini- 
ſtets rubs off the Security, awakens the Con- 
ſcience; and brings that home to the Heart at 
once, which many Exhortations did not do be- 
fore; and if ſo, is it not moſt wiſely ordered 
that the Prophets «Af 

„God by this Method glifes his own 
Power and Sufficiency, in as much as he is 
not confined to Inſtruments of any Kind. We 
buave this Treaſure in earthen Ve feb, that the 
* Excellency of the Power 'may be of Ged. 
When theſe Veſſels are broken, he furniſhes 
cout new ones, raiſes up others to ſtand in the 
| Place of thoſe, who are gone; ; and this is tothe. 
= Glory of his great Power. He is not tied to 
| = orc Inſtrument or another; J he ENS the Reli 
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OD 


(np), ED 
of tbe 8 alle with him, and can raiſe up, a8 
he ſees Every Inſtrument of God ſhall 
have his Time, and but his Time, and then ; 
others ſhall take up the Work, and carry it 
on in the Strength of the Lord. One Star 
x va in the Church, and ſhines for a Time, 
ed Time, and then ſets, that others may. 
ſhine i in their Turn, to the Glory of that Gd 
who holds all the Stars in bis right Hand. He 
will not have any one Miniſter, nor any Ge- 
neration of Miniſters, to do all his Work: in 
the World; but one ſhall work one Part of 
the Day in his Vineyard, and others in ano- 
ther ſucceffively, that ſo he himſelf * have 
all the Gy: 3 
4. The Death and Diffolaton of the Pio- 5 
phets makes way for their UA and eter- 
nal Triumphs. * 
It is fit they+ſhould receive their Crbwin 
and Prize, hon the Race is won and over. 
God is a kind and bountiful Maſter, he mea- 
ſures out to us both our Work and our Time, 
and when they are both up and done, he will 
graciouſly diſmiſs us, and gloriouſly reward us. 
He is indeed a Rewarder great like himſelf, 2 
and his Rewatds are ſuch as this World -can _ 4 
neither give nor contain; to his faithful Ser- f 
vants, therefore, he aſſigns but a Day for their 
Labour and Exerciſe, becauſe he is zealous for 
their Reſt and Recompence. Now, from all | 
N theſe N rar we Ane ſee both the "= 
| O Wiſdom 
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his holy a are duly — hs ap = 
And here it ſeems to be the OY proper 


Place, to mention a few. Things from the Doc-. 


trine before us, that may ſerve greatly to en- 


courage us; even when we hear and know, 
that the ns do not lee MT , but die 


as other Men. 


1. Tho it is fad, 3 the Props, > 


yet it is a mighty Pleaſure; to think that the 
Gon of theſe Prophets dies not; No, he is 
the living God, and only has Immortality; 


tho theſe Streams be dried up, and can give 
no more Supply,.;yet, the Fountain has ever- 


laſting Fullgeſs, from whence the Faithful in 


all Times may draw every neceſſaty i 


He indeed obliges us to make a good 
the Miniſtry, — * we have it; a is by no 


Means confined to thoſe we have, . but when 


they fail, has Power and Love. to raiſe up 
— Well then, tho Father and Mother 


| aud Miniſter die, Gol lives. 


2. Tho' it is ſad to think that the nf 


4 Prophets die, yet it's a great Pleaſure to re- 
member, that the great PRoPHET af the 


Church dies not, he lives for ever. Heb. 7 


24. But this Man, becauſe he ever Buss, bas 


an unchangeable Prieſthood We ſhould lift up 


our * Eyes from the Tombs of mortal Teachers 


(19) 
to the Throne of our glorified immortal Lord. 
Let the Emptineſs and Uncertainty of alt o- 
thers fix us more cloſely to him, who fails not 
they, like Lamps, are ſpending faſt, and'going 
out one after another; but HE, like the Sun, 
is full of Light and Heat to guide and Sher 
As Death ſlops the Motiths of the möſt ex. 
cellent Preachers, ſo it puts an End to the 
Prayers of the moſt importunate Supplicants. 
And oh how many ſuch has this City loſt in 
a. few. Years ? But the great Pxor HE and 
High-Pricſt, of the Church does not ceaſe th 
inſtruct; and plead for us; his Cares are many 
for our Sale, and his Fullneſs ſufficlent för 


our Help. With him are all ine Gifts aud 


Graces that the Church needs; let us not be 


exceſſiyely troubled, when our Lord is chang- 
ing his Servants ; he will provide for his own 
Houſheld, and has undertaken, to. do it. 
Za it 18 ſad, yet it's 4 Pleaſure to think 
that, in a, Senſe, the Schools of the Prophers die 
not: No, there (hall be à Succeſſiar of Pro- 
phets and Miniſters o the End of the World. 
Chriſt, has promiſed to be with them; and 
therefore there ſhall be ſuch; even to the End 
of; Time; His Ordinances. ſhall continue till 
the Lord comes 3. and therefore there thall” be 
always thoſe that diſpenſe them: He will al- 
ways. have an, Houſe, and therefore Stewards 
ever in it; and is not this a Pleaſure? 
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4. If it is ſad,---yet-it's a pleaſant to think 
that their Memory dies not: If the Memory 
of the Righteous is had in everlaſting Remem- 
brance, ſurely God's holy and righteous Pro- 
phets ſhall not be ſoon forgot. Their holy 
and moving Inſtructions, Prayers, Sermons, 
Writings, Examples, theſe. all live in the Re- 
membrance of their Friends long after they 


are dead. 


. If it is fad ,--=yet it's a Pleaſure to think 
that their Propbeci es die not: Tho' they them- 
ſelves do paſs away as. a Wind, yet their 
Words are .not Wind, neither do they pals 
away as ſuch. All Hab is Graſs, the Pro- 
phets not excepted, but the Word 9. the Lord ; 
endures for uber. 

Their Word, whereby they convert Souls, 
dies not, as to the Effect of it upon the 
Soul. 

Their Words of chreatning for Sin die not; 
| * in the Text, The Prophets do they live for 
ever? But my Words and my Statutes, which I 

” commanded by my Servants the Prophets, did 

* not take bold of your Fathers? 5 
"Thoſe many ſweet Words of Promiſe that 
the P rophets have inſiſted upon and recom- 
mended to you, till have a Place in your Bi- 
bles, when they, who ſet them before you, 
are gone to Reſt, and carried out of Sight. 
Let us comfort ourſelves and one another with 
. thele Things 2 | 
2 And 
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And thus I am come to the practical 5 


provement and Application both of the Do- 1 


trine I have been upon, and the afflictive Pro- 
vidence that brought us together. And here 
I find T have upon my Hands the moſt pain- 
ful Service I ever perform'd for this People. I 
have upon diverſe Occaſions ſtood in this Pul- 
pit, and it was always with Pleaſure in myſelf 
that I did it, as well as Acceptance with you; 
but now the Caſe is very different. It is one 
Thing to aſſiſt a living Brother, and another 
Thing to ſtand in the Room of a deceaſed 
one, and to direct his grieved bereaved People 
how to” behave under the Loſs of him; but 
it's fallen to my Lot, and I will do my beſt. 
May the Lord aſi me, and impreſs your 
Hearts both by what I have aid, and by what | 
I have further to ſay. '' 00 | 
And here give me Leave in | the firſt Place 
to addreſs myſelf to all that hear me in gene- 
ral. The Subject J have been upon, and the 
Providence that 1 it, give me an Op- 
portunity of ſaying ſeveral Things to you, and 
I wiſh you may hear them with the n Can- 
cern that I ſpeak them. | 
1. The Prophets, you ſee, h r Fw fa 
ever, and many of them do not live long; 
therefore it is your Duty to make the beſt Uſe 
of us, while we are with you, and ſtudy to 
improve by us as by 2 whoſe _ will 
Joon be "_ * 5 
Death, 
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1 22 
e that great Deſtroyer; will neither 


Fong — nor the healthy, neither the 
wiſe nor the experienced Preachers, neither 


them that love you beſt, or are beſt beloved 


by you. All their excellent Furniture is not 
Proof againſt his Aſſaults; therefore get all 


the Good to your on Souls that ever you 


can, and that without Delay; for if you long 
remain unperitent, 0d unboly. we muſt lan 
you ſuch. | 

Do not . our d Beds oaks, to us, | 
or your own Caſe: deſperate in Dying, by giv- 
ing us Room for the terrifying Reflections, that 
we leave you Slaves to Satan, the World, and 
Sin after * that we have ſaid and done to 


recover you. You are not ſure of hetter Helps, 
when we are gone; but you may be certain, 


that your profiting by. us. muſt be. lions or not 


-at all. 


E Admit, and bear with all our miniſterial 


Freedom and Plainneſs: Surely you cannot 


„that we, who are upon the, Brink. of 
1 ſhould trifle. in order to pleaſe your 
vain Fancy, or ant e gratify your Hu- 
Ty wel ir} 1 dorls . 
Were we to live here: always; that might 
us to aim at pleaſing you, in what we 


: ſay but when we conſider, that-both-you and 


we are haſtening to Eternity, we muſt. ſtrive 


to profit you, even tho it ſhould diſpleaſe you: 


We muſt endeavour to * faithful to your 


Souls, and faithful to our F Maſter, even tho? 
yout Good-Will to us (hoald thereby be abat- 
1 and that is not ſeldom the Cafe, believe 4 
In Eternity you would curſe us: and We 
ould condemn ourſelves; if by Feat or Flats I 
tery we-ſhould contribute. to 7 55 final Ruin. 
34). Do not haften the Death of your 
Prop ets. They will die ſoon enough, tho 
you have no Hand in it; you loſe ſome of 
your beſt Bleflings, when they are "removed © 
out of the World.” Do not then contribute 3 
to it by your-Unkindneſs or Neglect. Do. | 
not drive them hence by Grief and- Sorrow, 
by your own inflexible Obſtinacy, J. Theſe" are 
Heart-breaking Things, Whether vou think 
o or not 8 kill, tho' it be by a lingring : 
death. You b. have but a ſhort Time in which | 
to how ourſelf kind to them, and chen 
that may bs ſhortaedby thoſe inward Diſtur- 
bances' you give — 5 the Effects of Which 
are many Times knows, to none 'but God. 
Remember Who has faid, Touch not nine a- 
nainted, and do my Pre bert no Harm. Do not 
injure them, either in Bogy, Spirit, or Repu- 
tation; for all the Wurfes that are done to 
them, Chtiſt takes as done to himſelf, and 
will avenge their Quartel one Day. Let e 
direct you to an aw füll Scripture, Mattb. vii, 
1 whoſoever fall offend one of thofe IFttle - 
Ones PIE Believe in me 11 were bi getter Tf 1 


\ . 
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him, that. a Milliſtone were hang d about bis 5 


Neck, and that be was eee the Sea. 
4760 Expect and prepare for your own: 
8 all you Who 9 —— me this Day. II 
the Prophet and Teacher is not to live for 
ever, hy then be ſure, the Gentleman, the 
7 the Hearer ſhall not live for ever. 
Canſt thou, O Man, who art drowned in 
worldly Care and Bufineſs, expect to be ſpared, 
when the moſt uſeful muſt die and be gone? 
Is God pleaſed to arreſt by Death thoſe who 
ſpend and are ſpent for the good of Souls? 
Surely, he will make no Difficulty, of cutting 
thee;down, who either cumbreſt the Ground, 
or art leſs. fignificant to the Public than they. | 
Therefore learn to die by the Death of your 
Prophets; endeavour to be and to do what 
vou will wiſh. you had been and done when 
you come to die. Get into that gracious 
happy State of Favour with God, thro! 
eius Chriſt, which the Covenant of God 
makes ſafe and unſhaken. See that your hopes 
be ſuch, as the Nearneſs of eternal Objects 
cannot. hake: Behave ſo now, as not to 
be aſhamed at the, Lord's Coming. Employ 
vourfelves now in laying up what. ; will 55 
Treaſure in another World, and do not take 
up your Reſt in thoſe earthly Treaſures which 
you muſt leave, and will be diſappointed 1 = 
I now come in the ſecond Place, to make 
a more particular: Application both of the 
Doctrine 
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Doctrine of the Text, and the ſorrowful 
Providence that this Church is exerciſed with 
by the holy and ſovereign God, in removing 
their dear and beloved Miniſter, aſter ſpending 
thirty ſix Years in the Work of the Goſp 4 
among tliem. A ſpeaking Piſpenſation 1 is 
indeed! I wiſh I was able, in a proper and 
affecting Manner, to point out to you the ſe- 
rious d t of this dark and dee 
Providence. © 

Lou have now Joſt, and for ever loſt, 2 
| Father and a Miniſter.---No more ſhall; you 
hear his Voice, or join in his fervent Prayers--- 
No more be pleas'd with his Counſel and Con- 
verſe.No more ſhall you ſee him in this 
Pulpit, or at the Lord's Table, nor in your 
Houſes. It is his Death, his awful . un- 
expected Death that you are now to learn by. 
O loſe not that, any more than the ſweet La- 
bours of his Life. Hear and obſerve what 
his Death ſays to you, both as Mortals, as 
Chriſtians, and eſpecially as a Chriſtian 8o- 

cCiety. What I have to recommend to you 
upon this ſorrowful Death ſhall be delivered | 
under the following Heads: | 
1/4. See that you be truly ſenſible of, on 
deeply humbled for your great. Loſs, It is no 
ſmall one indeed, as you yourſelves may _ 
know better than. Lcan tell. Believe me, tge 

Thing itſelf is very re ag and more lo, | 
W t e | | 
„ D | Some 


. 
Some of you, it may be, have Reaſon to 
id greatly troubled for your 2 unpro- 
fitableneſs, under the Miniſtry of this oly 
good Man. Vou have hon him many a 
Time, but all without Effect: Now you can 
hear him no more, and ſhould not. that grieve 
vou? p : 
9 Some of this People may have Reaſon to 
be humbled for their careleſs Attendance upon 
his Miniſtry. Think with Grief how many 
of his edifying Sermons you have loſt; how 
often your Places have been empty, when 
you ought to have been here? You were at 
home catering for the Body, or in the Fields 
taking your Pleaſures, when you ſhould have 
been fitting at his Feet. And as this was a 
Loſs to you, ſo, be ſure, it d a Trouble to 
him. Again, there may be Cauſe for ſome 
of, you to be truly humbled, that you have 
not properly lov'd or valued your worthy 
_ Miniſter :- Poſſibly you have been the Cauſe 
of Grief to his Heart. I do but make the 
Suppoſition; be not offended at that, it is too 
often the Caſe; and I only fay, if it has been 
ſo here, let them be grieved and ſorry that 
ever they gave one Hours Uneaſineſs to him, 
whoſe Life-Time and Labours were all ell | 
Moyes for their Good. 

Further, Let all this Church be. deeply 
humbled before the Lord at the Remem- 
Wan ce EE the Manner in which he was taken 
KG away; 
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away; be Was as it were ſuatebt from you. 
Has not that an Appearance of divine . 


pleaſure in it? And ſhould 1 it not move you, 
all of you? 

And once more . 3 under 
the preſent Providence, becauſe you know . 
not what may be the fad. Conſequences of 
ſuch a Breach, Think how it has fared with 
other Churches upon the Demiſe. of their 
Miniſters. I tremble to ſay what. Let your 
Prayers be up to God, that he would prevent 
all this in your Caſe, and make nN Provis. 
ſion for you, and that ſpeedily. 

2dly, Remember him that had the Rule over. 

ous who to ſpoke to you the Mord of the Lord, 
Prey See that you remember, and do not. 
eaſily forget this worthy Servant of the Lord : 
And if you would know POWs. behold I tell 
ou. 
: 2 him ſo as to bleſs God fr 
him, that he was pleas'd to ſend him hither 


to you, and favour you with him ſo long, ſo - 


very long. Bleſs God for his miniſterial 
Gifts and Graces for all the Help and Aſſiſ- 
tance you have had: by his Doctrine, F 
ple, and Advice. 

Remember him ſo as to keep up a 
pleaſing Remembrance of his Perſon, and 
make honourable Mention of his Name. 80 
remember him, as on all Occaſions to expreſs 


Foun: * to. his Memory; and if there -be - 


* 
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Rant in his Maſter's Work, and all for 


would fail me to run thro' the Particula 


EY 28 5 
ariy en of your Miniſters, one or ober 
114 you Re, let It be theit Faule, for nos 
are without. 
Remember biw, 10 as to tesolbect the 
Truths of God, that you have heard from his 
Mouth. Think ab what ſerious Earneſtneſs 


he has delivered to you the whole ancorrapted: 


Doctrine of the Goſpel, and fed your Souls 
from firſt to laſt with the unadulterated Mil 


. of the Word. How unweaty'd he was in 


preaching the Word, being "inſtant and con- 


ſpiritual Benefit. Can you forget ſuch a Friend 
n 

Remember with what Fervour and Af. 
fection he has ſet Chriſt before you in all his 
Glory and Excellence; ſet likewiſe Man before 
you in his fallen degenerate State, that you 
might know how miſerable you were. Time 


Only let me call you to remember the Subllel 
with which he finiſhed his Life and Labours 
this Day three Weeks; when, as if he had 
known what was. ſo. near, he call'd upon 
himſelf and you to run with Patience fle Rave 


fet before you. 


Once more remember and think of the 


pho Happineſs of your deceaſed Miniſter, 


all to Mind not only what he was to you in 
Life, but what he now is in Glory, a moſt 


| pleaſing petal this; and what there is 


mu 


good Foundation Foe "Think what Death has | 
delivered: him from, and carried! him to: Yeu” 
have ſeen and heard him induſtrious to wir 
Souls, to turn tbem to Righteouſneſs, you thould- 
nom conſider him ſhining! as 4 4 1 in Glory: 
for ever; you have beheld. bim feeding the 
Flack of | God in Wearmeſs and Painfulneſs 
many a Time, you ſhould! How behold him 
with. the Crotun upon his Head, the Palm in 
his Hand, ona the Song of the Lamb in * 
Mouth. 
Joi Loent ajek taking notes to DP 
| We have you to obſerve ſeveral Circum- 
ſtances in your Caſe, that call for thankful 
Notice and Obſervation, even in the Man * 
your Grief and Sorrow... = 
Surely thankful you mould Is that you ? 
have fo long enjoyed this Servant ef the Lord; 
your Fleece es 1 wet, when that of others 
has been dry. Some Charches have loſt- one, 
two or three Miniſters in this: Tune, - while you 
vou fat * and were refreſhed ae We 
Shadow. | 


e Thankful, "that * was enabled- liens 
ſo much and ſo often among you: No Man, 
J believe, more conſtant to His Work than he, 
neither has Miniſtry been without Succeſs. 

: == Thankful, for all that Peace and e 
wherein he and you have lived even to Death. 

It is no ſmall Matter of Pleaſure to me, to 
be able to ſay, that your, — died, ings 


This is not alwayythe Cale; . tnore tie 


this Congregation at preſent. - e the Lord 


Prayers, 


ES |: Love, and be united among yourſelves. ' 


'.- gre provided with -a faithful Goſpel Miniſter ; 


| Hearts, 4281 Hands, and your Supplications. 


— 


Ixsos, who hives For ever, who knows your 


( 36200 
your Eſteem and Love's: 


full Poon aff 


Pi eil [£14 "gt. 

ND Pk that he has left gk behind * 
him to be'a Burden to you, or the CO 
Intereſt; all his are provided roof”: 4 
L --=Thankful,;: that a 8 pirit & Love N 
Harmony ſhowos itſelf among the People of 


ever continue it. 3 
Once more, rejoice above all in the Lone L 


State your Loſs, and your Trouble. He is 
able to make Provifion'for you, and will do i it, 
I doubt not; to him therefore ſend up your 
at he would bleſs you with another 
. TLabeurer. 
One more Piece of Advice i is this: Live 


Think of the Apoſtle's Exhortation ; Let bra- 

Love continue; now is like to be the 
Time of Trial; nom you may be tempted to 
ſeparate and divide ; let no Temptation make: 
any Impreſſion upon you. I ſolemnly charge 
you, in the: Preſence of God, and in the Name 
of your deceaſed Miniſter, chat you abide by 
one another, and abide by this Place, till you 


which is a Thing yon have no Room to de- 
ſpair of, if you do but join together your 


1404 Remem- 


Ta 
Remember how good and pleaſant it is for Min * 


thren to dwell together in Unity, I beſeech- A ; 


you therefore, by the Name of our Loxn 
Jzs8vs, that you do all peat the ſame Things, 


and that there be no Divifions among you, but ö 
that you be per feciy joined together in the ſame © 


Mind and in the ſame Fudgment. Finally, my 


Brethren, be perfect, be of good Comfort, be of 


one Mind, live in Peace, and the God of Love 
and Peace ſhall be with you. | 

I have but a Word or two to ſay to the ſur- 
viving Relatives. Be ſenſible of your Loſs; 
few have been fayoured with a kinder Brother 


or a more affectionate Father, It is God a- 


lone, who can make up this great Loſs: See 
that you be in favour with him, and you ſhall 


never be without an effectual Frignd® Study | 


to behave towards God and all Men as he did, 


| who is now gone; he lived ſoberly, righteouſl, 's 
and godly ; peaceable and inoffenſive was he in 


the World, ſee that you be ſuch. 
See that you love one another, and be help- 


ful to one another, as he was 0 you all. Be 


ſure to continue your Preſence here, and do 
what you can to promote the Good of this 


Society, that he lov'd. Remember how ſud- 
denly he left you; prepare for the like Depar- 


ture: The Son of Man may come to you, in an 
H our that you think not of. 
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